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Changes in the Distribution and Population of
Geese and Swans in Miyagi Prefecture

Research Division of Miyagi-ken Chapter,
Wild Bird Society of Japan

1. The Research Division of the Miyagi-ken Chapter has
conducted annual counts of geese and swans every January
since 1971,

2. Geese and swans are increasing in number in Miyagi
Prefecture. Most are concentrated around Izunuma and
Uchinuma. :

3. In the severe winters when Izunuma and Uchinuma froze
and the feeding area was covered with snow, there were
fewer geese.

4. In 1981 when the water plants were severely damaged by
a flood, there were fewer swans.

5. The percentages of White-fronted Geese and Bean Geese
has not changed despite the increase in population.

6. In Miyagi Prefecture, White-fronted Geese and Whooper
Swans are more dependent on Izunuma and Uchinuma than are
Bean Geese and Whistling Swans.
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