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Waterfowl Counts in the Nakdong Estuary, Korea
December 1981

The Technical Team of the Research Division
Wild Bird Society of Japan

The Nakdong estuary lies west of Busan, Korea. The
estuary has various environments such as coasts, rivers,
tidal flats, marshes, grass lands, and reed beds. There are
numerous migrating and wintering waterfowl in the estuary,
so the area is famous for its great waterfowl habitat.
An attempt to count the number of waterfowl was made on
December 25-30, 1981, by the Korean Society for the Protec-
tion of Wild Animals and the Wild Bird Society of Japan. As
the conservation of this estuary and its waterfowl was
the ultimate aim of the counts, the count data needed to
be accurate and useful for comparing with future counts in
order to analyze trends. So the counts were made by statis-
tical sampling methods. The count area in the estuary was
divided into two parts; the water surface and tidal flat
(A), and the land area near the estuary (B). The A area
was further divided into two more zones; the waterfowl ag-
gregation area (Al) and the waterfowl scattering area (A2).
The sampling counts were made in the A2 and B zones, and
in the Al zone all of the waterfowl was counted from the
count point. The average number of birds counted was
15,030 in the Al zone, 52,475 in the A2 zone, and 3,858
in the B zone. The total numbers of waterfowl were esti—
mated at 71,363 15,806 birds in the 90% confidence limits
and *8.1% accuracy.
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