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D#|GERYE.  Percentage of Pluvialis squatarola in Yatsu tidal
flat in summer plumage, molting and in winter plumage.
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Scasonal changes in the numbers of p, squatarole.
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Bl AHo#4 ¥y, FHHEAE. Winter
plumage of P. squatarola.
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NANA TR H A, Moul ting
individual.

HI03, I Fifipifs. Summer plumage.

HEC4, hER. GRICCshib S, Moulting
bird with a sweling on the
right leg.

HECh K. W4 & E—fEk. Same bird
with photo, 4.
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Plumage Color Changes of the Black-bellied Plover
(Pluvialis squatarola) at Yatsu Tidal Flat

Tsutomu Ishikawa

Plumage color and the number of the Black-bellied Plover
(Pluvialis squatarola) were surveyed at Yatsu tidal flat in
Chiba Prefecture. The observations were made usually once a
week from January to December, 1981.

1. In the wintering period from November to March, most
birds were in winter plumage, but a few birds with some
black feathers on breast stayed over till March. ‘

2. In late March a few birds began to molt and birds
in molting increased gradually in April. Molting took
30 to 40 days.

3. In May just before departing to the north, about
70% of the birds were in summer plumage.

4. The summering birds with winter plumage observed
in June and July were presumed to be immature.

5. In August just after arrival from the north, only
20% of birds were in summer plumage.

6. From the last of September to the first of October,
the number of the birds increased. It was supposed that the
increase in numbers was due to the immature birds arriving a
month later than the mature birds.
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